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LIFE AT COUNDON IN THE 1950’s   MEMORIES FOM NICK DIX

The above1958/59 Coundon football team photo was provided by the former right half Nick Dix and left wing Ian Aldred. The team captain was Phillip Duckham younger brother of the England rugby international David Duckham and son of Mr Duckham who taught at the time in the school. The schoolteacher seen in charge of the team was Mr Heir who later became head teacher of a primary school in Allesley.

The school football teams in the past did not have the benefit of the new school football pitch; consequently all the matches were played on their opponent’s grounds. Football training was often in the school hall and on the pitches at the old Radford Aerodrome.

The school team members went on to various schools after Coundon, including the local grammar schools (now private), Woodlands school - one of the countries first comprehensives, and the local secondary modern schools. Individuals in the team later achieved success at national level in rugby, athletics and cricket, and many continued playing football and referee within the game.

Strong friendships still exist from the team – Ian Aldred meets regularly with Paul Radburn and Nick Dix, when memories are recalled of football, growing vegetables on the school allotment, holding our frozen milk bottles against the school radiators in the winter and remembering the school caretaker replenishing the coal boilers in the school hut classrooms.

I shall continue to follow the progress of the school and the children who pass through it – this will not include my own grandchildren who are currently attending nearby Hollyfast School. My school allegiance will be tested if one day they play against the Coundon football team.

